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THE BATTLES OF PANIPAT 


Panipat is in the south-east of the Punjab. It is 
near Delhi. Three very famous battles were fought 
there. 

In 1526 Babar, the first of the Moghul Emperors, 
fought Ibrahim Lodi, the Afghan ruler of Delhi, at 
Panipat and defeated him. 
This was the first battle in 
which firearms were used in 
India. One of the reasons 
of Babar’s great victory was 
that his army had match- 
locks and cannon, while 
Ibrahim’s men had none. 
Babar placed his cannon 
and his matchlock men in 
a very strong position in 
front of his army. When 
they opened fire, Ibrahim’s 
soldiers drew back from 
these new weapons. In the meantime Babar had 
sent swift horsemen, unseen by the enemy, to attack 
them from behind with arrows and spears. Other 
troops now charged them on the right and the left, 
and when the enemy turned to meet this threat, 


BABAR 


Ibrahim Lodi 
100,CO0 MEN 
100 ELEPHANTS 


—_— 
sian 


— 
— 


— 


AFGHAN ARMY 
ff \ 


ee 
— —-> 


Attack of right Flank on Afghan rear 


— — 
ft flank 


— 


~ 
3 
<<) 
x 
= 
zy 
= 
bond 
= 
rs 
s 
o 
~~ 
& 
x 
= 
& 
~ 
sg 
AS) 
2 
> 
= 
So 
= 
= 
= 
< 


n 
ajar 
ghan le, 


on Af 


eae 


OF BABAR 


33,000 MEN 


~~ a 
ig charge 
Charge ona 


now! TIED TOGETHER AND BREAST Wor, 


ot $ 
ss 


MATCH-LOCK MEN ON FOOT 


ge on Afghan right flany 


Char 


—_— 


ADVANCE GUARO 


% 


Goxaltash 
oa 


iGHT. 
5 ie WING S centne untae — cut = 


CAVALRY [ 
CAVALRY CAVALRY, 
M. ag a 
Mirza 


Khalifa elie 
Timur 
Babar 


C 
ee ee ne 


°° ep 


<e. 
RESERVE AS we 


FCRT AND TOWN OF PANIPAT 


Abdul Aziz 


THE BATTLES OF PANIPAT 3 


Babar made a great attack from the front. By noon 
all was over. More than fifteen thousand of Ibrahim 
Lodi’s men were left dead on the field and the body 
of the Sultan himself was found with his soldiers lying 
all round him. 

The second battle of Panipat took place in 1556, 
when the young Emperor Akbar, who had just 
ascended the throne, defeated Himu, who was in 
command of the army of Sultan Mohammad Shah 
Adil. Himu had fifteen thousand horse soldiers and 
five hundred elephants, besides a large number of 
foot soldiers. After a long battle Himu was wounded 
in the eye by an arrow. He was taken prisoner and 
put to death. This battle ended the line of kings 
founded by Sher Shah. 

The third battle took place two hundred years 
later, when the Mahratta army was defeated by 
Ahmad Shah Abdali, the Afghan king. 

At Panipat is the shrine of the famous Kalandar. 
Many stories are told about this wise man. Accord- 
ing to one of them, Kalandar.one day told the river 
Jumna to move back seven paces as he had become 
very cold while standing in the river.- It is said that 
in its hurry to obey the order the river moved back 
seven miles instead of seven paces ! 


NOTES 
Matchlock .. An old type of gun in which the powder 
was lit by a match. 
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QUESTIONS 


Why was Ibrahim Lodi’s army defeated ? 

Who commanded the two armies at the second battle of 
Panipat? 

Which kind of soldier do you think most useful in war ? 


A PRIEST WHO BECAME A SAINT 


Francis Xavier was born in the north of Spain 
on the 7th April, 1506. He belonged to a noble 
family. He went to Paris to study at the University. 
There he met the great Spanish teacher, Ignatius 
Loyola, whose teachings so impressed Francis and his 
friends that Ignatius was able to form them into a 
group of fervent workers under the name of The 
Society of Jesus. 

In 1541 Francis received orders to proceed to 
Goa, on the west coast of India. Bad weather 
delayed the sailing of the fleet, and it was not till 
the 7th of April that the wind became favourable 
enough for the ships to set out from Lisbon. It was 
Francis’ birth-day and he was thirty-five. 

The top-heavy vessels rolled and staggered under 
the blows of the waves. Every one was ill. Yet 
in the midst of all this, Francis and his two com- 
panions preached to the people on the ship, nursed 
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the sick, cleansed the filthy decks, and did their best 
to keep up the spirits of both crew and passengers. 
The fleet arrived at Goa on the 16th of May, 
1542. Sher Shah, the “Tiger King’, was ruling in 
Delhi at this time. 
The sailors who had 
travelled on the ship 
with Francis were full 
of praise for his saintly 
and unselfish conduct. 
Many stories of what 
he had done were soon 
passing from mouth to 
mouth, and the people 
of Goa learnt to res- 
pect and trust him. 


ST. IGNATIUS LOYOLA 


Their confidence in 
Francis was never misplaced. In times of pestilence he 
was always to be found in the midst of the sufferers, 
praying for their welfare and nursing the sick. 
During the next ten years Francis travelled up 
and down the coast of Cape Comorin, to My-la-pore 
(where he lived with the priests in charge of St. 
Thomas’s grave), to Mal-acca, and eventually as far 
as Japan. He was back again in Goa in April 1552, 
but started off again within a few days, this time for 
China. Before leaving he said, ‘I shall not come 
back to Goa alive, but my body will return.” 
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When the ship reached Mal-acca plague was 
raging there. Thirty of the crew were attacked by 
the disease, and Francis risked his life in working to 
relieve their sufferings. After many adventures he 
found himself on the desolate island of San-chian. 

His friends told him of the cruel punishment 
awaiting anybody who tried to enter the forbidden 
land of China. This did not frighten him in the 
least, and he made every effort to get into that 
country. But it was all in vain; he had come to the 
end of his long and daring journeys. 

Francis was attacked by fever which rapidly grew: 
worse. His companion, Antonio, watched by his side 
throughout the long weary night, and as the dawn 
broke on December 3rd, 1552, Francis died. 


ST. FRANCIS XAVIER DIES ON THE ISLAND OF SAN-CHIAN 


A PRIEST WHO BECAME A SAINT 


THE SILVER COFFIN OF ST. FRANCIS XAVIER 


His body was buried the same day, and quicklime 
was poured over it. Two and half months later, 
when the Portuguese ship “Santa Cruz’? was ready 
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to leave the island, the grave was opened and the 
body of the Saint was found exactly as it had been 
before it was buried, show- 
ing no sign of decay. It 
was placed on the ship, and 
when Goa _ was_ reached 
eighteen months later, all 
the people came to escort 
it to its last resting-place in 
the church of the Bom Jesus 
" (the good Jesus). 

When the empire of 
Vi-jaya-nagar fell, Goa’s 
trade collapsed. The city 
ceased to be important, 

but the churches and monasteries still stand. 

The body of St. Francis Xavier lies in a silver 
coffin in the church of the Bom Jesus. It is usually 
displayed to the people once every ten years. The 
Saint’s body, which was so remarkably preserved, 
has now shrunk a little in size. Hundreds of 
thousands of pilgrims go to Goa from all parts of 
India and Pakistan. They are not all Christians, 
for the people are ready to do honour to any truly 
holy man, even if his faith is not their own. Thus 
it is that many Hindus and Muslims are numbered 
among the crowds. 


Sl. FRANCIS XAVIER 
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NOTES 
Spain A country in Europe. 
Paris Capital of France. 
Lisbon Capital of Portugal. 
QUESTIONS 


Make a list of the virtues which you think St. Francis Xavier 


possessed. 
Draw a rough map of India showing on it the places which 


Francis visited. 

Do you know anything about Vi-jaya-nagar ? 

Have you heard of pilgrimages to other places in India 
besides Goa ? 


HUMAYUN 


Friday, the 24th of January, 1556, had been a 
very busy day for the Emperor Humayun. Inside 
the Purana Quila or Old Fort of -Delhi, it had been 
hot and airless. In the evening the Emperor crossed 
to the Sher Mandal, where his library was kept. He 
went up on its roof to get a little of the breeze that 
was blowing. Down below, near the mosque of 
Sher Shah, many people were waiting for the 
Emperor to give them his blessing, as was his daily 
custom. When he had blessed them he sat down to 
enjoy a few moments’ peace. There he may have 
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dreamt of the past—of his father the Emperor Babar, 
of his fight with Sher Khan, of his son Akbar and of 
many other events of his life. 

Suddenly he heard the 
call to prayer. He stood 
up near the head of the 
stairs in order to say his 
prayers, but the top step 
was slippery and his foot 
caught in his robe, his staff 
dropped from his hand, 
and in a moment he fell to 
the bottom of the flight of 
stairs. He was badly 
injured. Even so, his first 
thought was to send a mes- 
sage to his dear son Akbar 
telling him not to worry about his health. That 
night the Emperor Humayun died. 

Strangely enough, that very day Prince Akbar 
had told one of his nobles that he had dreamt that 
great trouble would befall a famous man, and that 
probably the man would die. 

Humayun’s attendants sent private messengers to 
Akbar to inform him of the news, and called back 
the chief officers of the state, who were on leave. 
For seventeen days they kept the news from the 
people. In crder to do this they dressed up Mulla 


HUMAYUN 
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Bakasi in the clothes of the Emperor and brought him 
out on to the terrace where His Majesty used to sit. 
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The people saluted what they thought was their 
Emperor, and went away satisfied. 

At last the time came when the death of Humayun 
could no longer be concealed. The officers did all 
they could to keep the people calm until Akbar could 
reach Delhi and ascend the throne. 

Humayun was fifty-one years of age when he 
died and he had reigned for twenty-five years. The 
historian, Al-Badaoni, tells us many facts about his 
habits and character. He was interested in science, 
and studied astronomy and astrology. He was fond 
of poetry and of poets; he himself used to compose 
good verses. 

He always spent his evenings in company and 
was very generous in his entertainments. His nobles, 
for fear of being thought greedy for rewards, would 
never use the word gold in his presence. No bad 
word or abuse ever passed his lips, and if he was ever 
angry with any person he would simply say “You 
stupid !’, and nothing more. 

One night he was talking to Bairam Khan, who 
was very sleepy. His Majesty said reprovingly, ‘‘Ho! 
Bairam Khan! It is to you I am speaking.”” Bairam 
Khan replied, ‘‘Yes, sire, I am listening, but I have 
heard that in the service of kings a watch should be 
kept over. the eyes; amongst dervishes a watch should 
be kept over the heart; and among learned men a 
watch should be kept over the tongue. I was 
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EMPEROR HUMAYUN’S TOMB. DELHI 


wondering over which I should keep watch, for Your 
Majesty is all three, a king, a dervish and a learned 
man.” Humayun was very pleased with this reply. 

Whether in the palace or in the mosque, Humayun 
never placed his left foot down before the right even 
by mistake, and if any one in his palace placed the 
left foot first he would say, “It is the left foot,’ and 
would make him turn back and come in again. He 
never opened his lips in a smile, nor did he ever cast 
an angry glance at anyone. 


NOTES 


Astronomy The study of the planets and heaven- 
ly bodies. 
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Astrology 


The 


study of the supposed influence 


of the stars on human affairs. 


QUESTION 


What do you think of Humayun’s character ? 


AKBAR GOES TO SCHOOL 


In olden days, children were taught their letters 
and sent to school at a very early age. In accordance 


AKBAR AS A BOY 


with this custom it was 
arranged that Akbar should 
be taken to school on the 
20th of November, 1547, 
the fourth day of the fourth 
month of the fourth year 
of his life The office of 
teacher was conferred on 
the Mulla-zada Mulla-Asa- 
muddin Ibrahim. Akbar’s 
father, the Eun pérosr 
Humayun, who knew all 
about the mysteries of the 
stars, had consulted the 
astrologers, and had fixed a 
certain hour for the begin- 
ning of Akbar’s education. 
But when the moment 


arrived, Akbar had disappeared, and it was a long time 


BAIRAM KHAN GOES ON PILGRIMAGE 15 


before he was found. The wise men took this to be a 
sign that Akbar already knew too much to mingle with 
ordinary scholars, and that his learning would be a 
divine gift, not to be acquired in any ordinary way. 
There must have been some truth in this, for the old 
historians tell us that when the masters of wisdom, 
the lords of mathematics, and those who knew all 
about the sciences, came before Akbar, they were 
at once conscious of their own ignorance and sank 
their heads in shame. Akbar composed much Hindi 
and Persian poetry, and could recite long pieces of 
Maulavi’s Masnavi, and take delight in its beauties. 


QUESTIONS 
Who was Akbar’s father ? 
What do you think the teacher did when he found that his 
pupil was missing? 
Explain: ‘‘lords of mathematics’, ‘“‘masters of wisdom.” 


BAIRAM KHAN GOES ON PILGRIMAGE 


Bairam Khan was an old comrade of the Emperor 
Humayun. He had married one of the Emperor’s 
sisters, and was the guardian of the young Akbar. 
When Humayun died, Bairam Khan was made 
Regent of the kingdom until Akbar was old enough 
to rule. He sometimes misused his power, and he 
did not know that Akbar always heard about what 
he had done. At last he went too far, and Akbar 
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dismissed him, and himself undertook the government 
of the kingdom. 

Bairam Khan sent messengers to the court begging 
the Emperor to forgive him. When the messengers 
heard what Akbar had to say they found it difficult 
to plead Bairam’s cause. Bairam did not know what 
to do when he heard of this. At last he decided to 
go himself and ask Akbar to give him a hearing. 

When this became known, some of Akbar’s advisers 
said that Bairam Khan’s coming meant danger. 
They thought that Akbar should go to Lahore before 
Bairam Khan arrived, and should refuse to see him. 
Then if Bairam Khan should come to Lahore, Akbar 
should go to Kabul. Others did not think that it 
would be proper for the Emperor to behave in this 
undignified way. After much discussion Akbar 
decided to remain at his court. 

Bairam Khan would not readily admit that the 
governing of India could go on without him. But 
since Akbar would not see him, he said that he would 
take the opportunity of fulfilling his old wish to visit 
the holy places of Islam. Though he talked of going 
on pilgrimage, he was really thinking of rebellion. 
He sent letters and messengers to various people to 
try to stir up trouble, and set out for Alwar to collect 
his family and go to the Punjab. Though Akbar saw 
through these plans, he wrote to Bairam Khan in 
friendly terms, as follows ;— 
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“You have given Iskandar’s son and Ghazi Khan 
leave to depart so that they may make disturbances 
in the country. And you have sent a letter to Mahdi 
Qasim Khan along with his Diwan telling him that 
you are coming to Lahore, and bidding him guard 
the fort and not to make it over to anyone else. You 
have sent instructions in all directions for making 
trouble. Though we are certain that you are perfectly 
loyal, and would never of your own accord assent to 
any of these acts, you are still dear to us, in spite of 
these unseemly actions. We wish you well, but if we 
bestow on you a province some people will say things 
which will grieve us very much. You had better 
carry out your desire of going to the sacred places, 
for which you have asked leave to depart. When 
you have decided to go we shall grant you an inter- 
view such as your heart desires.” 

Now Bairam Khan’s chief fault was that he had 
kept bad company, and that his head had been 
turned by flatterers. There was a great deal of good 
in him. He was sorry for the way in which he had 
behaved, and was made happy once more when the 
Emperor pardoned him and treated him with kind- 
ness. Accompanied by his family he set off on his 
pilgrimage to the holy places. 

When he arrived at the city of Pattan, which is 
in Gujarat, he stayed to rest for some days in that 
delightful place. A number of Afghans had come to 
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Pattan and were disturbing the country. Among 
them was Mubarak Khan Lohani, whose father had 
been killed in the battle of Maciwara while fighting 
against the army commanded by Bairam Khan. 
Lohani longed to avenge his father, and he decided 
to kill Bairam Khan. 

One day Bairam Khan went to the great lake, 
on which is a pavilion which can be reached by boat. 
When he disembarked at the pavilion, Mubarak 
Khan Lohani and a number of his Afghans were 
waiting for him. Bairam Khan thought that they 
had come to pay their respects to him, and so he 
called them to him. Then Lohani went up to him 
and, drawing his dagger, stabbed him in the back 
with such force that the point came out from his 
chest. Another of the party struck him on the head 
with a sword and killed him. Such.was the sudden 
and tragic end of Bairam Khan. 

His body lay in the dust till some faqirs and poor 
men lifted it up and committed it to the earth near 
the tomb of Shaikh Hisam. 

Bairam Khan’s heir, Ab-dur-rahim, who was then 
four years old, was sent to Ahmedabad, along with 
his mother and some servants. 

When Akbar heard the news of Bairam Khan’s 
death he said that he wished the boy to come to his 
court. Ab-dur-rahim was brought to Agra and 
shown much kindness. In a short time he was given 
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the title of Mirza Khan. His good manners were 
admired by all, and he attained a very high position 
in Akbar’s service. 


NOTES 
Alwar ., In Rajputana. 
Faqir .. Mohommedan mendicant. 
QUESTIONS 


Why did Akbar decide to govern without the help of 
Bairam Khan? 

Was Akbar’s conduct reasonable ? 

Describe in a few words the death of Bairam Khan. 

Explain: “‘Bestow on you a province.” 


HOW THE CROWN JEWELS OF MADURA 
WERE STOLEN 


In the sixteenth century Tiru-mala Nayak was 
the powerful ruler of Madura in South India. His 
vast palace had many lofty halls. The throne-room, 
as it used to be called, had galleries upstairs where 
the ladies could look down and watch the durbars 
and festivals. 

It is said that Tiru-mala always used to sleep on 
a charpoy which was suspended from the roof, and 
that the crown jewels were kept under his pillow for 
safety. One night a robber made a large hole in the 
roof, slid down one of the chains, gathered up the 
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crown jewels, and fled before Tiru-mala knew what 
had happened. The thief, however, was caught. 
Tiru-mala promised to give him a house and an 
estate if he would return the jewels which he had 
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hidden. The robber agreed, and brought back the 
jewels. Tiru-mala was as good as his word and gave 
the robber and his heirs a fine house and a grant 
of land. Then, having carried out the letter of his 
promise, Tiru-mala cut off the robber’s head. 


QUESTIONS 


Describe briefly how Tiru-mala tried to safeguard his 
jewels. 
What do you think of Tiru-mala’s behaviour ? 


A MOHAMMEDAN SAINT 


About twenty miles from Agra, early in Akbar’s 
reign, there was a village called Sikri. It was the 
home of a famous Mohammedan saint, whose name 
was Shaikh Salim Chisti. Now Akbar longed for a 
son, and when he visited Sikri the saint told him that 
his wish would soon be granted. When a son was 
born to the Great Moghul, he named him Salim, out 
of gratitude to the saint. Many years after, when 
Salim became Emperor, he took the name of Jehangir. 

Akbar was so pleased at having a son that he 
decided to build a new capital city at Sikri. Quickly 
the great walls and wonderful palaces and mosques 
were built by the skilled workmen. Akbar called the 
city Fatehpur Sikri, or “the City of Victory.” The 
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tomb of the saint, Shaikh Salim Chisti still stands in 
the court-yard of the great mosque. It is surrounded 
by carved marble screens. 

The historian, Al-Badaoni, tells us: ““Shaikh Salim 
Chisti twice travelled by land and sea from India to 
the two holy places, Mecca and Medina. He set 
forth on his travels, journeying to Asia Minor, 
Baghdad, Syria, Najaf and other countries, spending 
the whole year in travelling. He returned to Mecca 
at the time of the pilgrimage, and then again set out 
on his travels. In this way he performed the pilgrim- 
age twenty-two times. In that country he was known 
as ‘Shaikh-i-Hind’ or ‘the Holy Man of India.’ He 
reached the age of ninety-five.” 

“I repeatedly had the honour of paying my 
respects to the Shaikh,” says Al-Badaoni. “In the 
cold wintry season of Fatehpur he never wore any- 
thing on the upper part of the body but a singlet of 
cotton cloth, woven thin, and an upper garment of 
muslin, and this in spite of the duty that he imposed 
upon himself of bathing twice daily. He passed 
away to the next world in the year A.D. 1571.” 


NOTES 


Fatehpur Sikri ., Built by Akbar, but abandoned after 
thirty years. 
Singlet .. A vest. 
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PANNA’S SACRIFICE 


Udaipur is one of the most beautiful places in 
India. It is the capital of the Mewar State and was 
built in 1568 by Maharana Udai Singh soon after 
the fall of Chitorgarh. His father was the famous 
Rana Sanga who, when he went into battle, rode 
at the head of 80,000 horsemen, with seven Rajas 
of the highest rank, nine Raos and one hundred 
Chieftains with five hundred war elephants. 

Udai Singh was still a baby when his father died. 
His enemies, led by his cousin Banabir, decided to 
kill him. But his nurse, whose name was Panna, 
was very fond of him and when she heard of the 
plot, her heart was filled with pity for the innocent 
child. 

What did she do ? She hid the baby prince in 
safety, and then put her own baby in its place. 
When Banabir the murderer made his way into the 
‘nursery, he saw what he thought to be the prince 
sleeping peacefully. The cruel man killed the sleep- 
ing baby not knowing that it was the nurse’s own 
child he had put to death. 

I am sure you will agree that Panna’s act of 
unselfish devotion deserves a high place in the history 
of golden deeds. 
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PANNA AND BANABIR 
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NOTES 
Chitorgarh .. A fortress in Rajputana. 
Rana Sanga -.. Aprince of Mewar. 
Rao .. .. Chieftain of high rank. 
QUESTIONS 


What qualities did Panna show? 
Why did Banabir wish to kill the prince? 


THE IBADAT-KHANA AT FATEHPUR SIKRI 


On Friday after prayers Akbar used to hold a 
meeting in the Ibadat-Khana, or “House of Worship.” 
Shaikhs, Ulemas, pious men, and a few of his own 
companions and attendants were the only people who 
were invited. All kinds of questions used to be dis- 
cussed at these meetings. 

Al-Badaoni tells us that on one occasion Jalal 
Khan Quarchi said to the Emperor: ‘When I went 
to Agra to see Shaikh Ziya-ullah, I found that he 
was living in great poverty. One day he asked for a 
few seers of pulse. Part of it he used for his own 
food, part he gave to me, and the other he sent to 
his household.” 

The Emperor was much impressed on hearing 
this, and sent for Shaikh Ziya-ullah in order to show 
him some kindness. He held an assembly in his 
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IBADAT-KHANA, FATEHPUR SIKRI 


honour at the Ibadat-Khana, and Sayyids, Shaikhs, 
Ulemas and Amirs were invited to come every 
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Thursday evening. But ill-feeling arose in the 
company about where they should sit and in what 
order. So Akbar ordered that the Amirs should sit 
on the east side, the Sayvids on the west, the Ulemas 
on the south, and the Shaikhs on the north. But 
from time to time the Emperor would go to these 
various groups and converse with them. Quantities 
of perfume were used, and large sums of money were 
given away as rewards of merit and ability. Many 
fine books were brought from the Imperial Library 
and given by the Emperor to learned and pious men, 
including Al-Badaoni. 

One night the Ulemas became very noisy, and 
great confusion ensued. The Emperor grew angry 
at their rude behaviour and said to Al-Badaoni, “‘In 
future you must report any Ulemas who talk nonsense 
and cannot behave themselves, and I shall make 
them leave the hall.’’ Al-Badaoni said gently to his 
neighbour, “If I carried out his order, most of the 
Ulemas would have to leave at once.” Akbar 
suddenly asked him what he had said. On hearing 
his answer he was highly pleased, and repeated the 
remark to those sitting near him. 

Akbar grew tired of the quarrels of the Muslim 
experts, so he began to invite the wise men and 
priests of the Hindus, Jains, Christians and Parsees 
to his meetings. He believed in being tolerant of all 
religions. 


A MEETING IN THE IBADAT-KHANA 


32 STORIES OF OUR LAND 


NOTES 
Pulse bs .. Lentils, peas, dhal. 
Ulemas .. .. Theologians, doctors of divinity. 
QUESTION 


How would you describe the conduct of the Ulemas? 


SOME OF AKBAR’S RULES 
FOR THE PEOPLE 


At the beginning of the thirty-ninth year of 
Akbar’s reign eighteen days were spent in feasting, 
merriment and hunting. Then new decrees were 
issued. The following are some of them :— 

The Chief of Police was to go through the streets 
and houses of the city one by one. He was to make 
the chief person in every street undertake to perform 
various duties on penalty of a fine. For instance, he 
was to keep a close watch on everyone who came in 
or out. He must not allow troublesome or dishonest 
people to take up their abode in his part of the city. 
If he noticed that anyone was living beyond his 
means, he was to look into the matter and report to 
the Emperor, through the Chief of Police, that the 
person in question might not be obtaining his money 
honestly. He must also inform the Chief of Police of 
all occasions for rejoicing or mourning that might 
take place in his strcet. 
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The Chief of Police must always have a person 
he could trust in his employ in every street, lane and 
bazar, and at every ford of the river, to keep him 
informed of everything that went on, whether good 
or bad. He had to control 
all the roads, so no one 
who had lost his way, or 
who was a fugitive, would 
be able to go anywhere 
unobserved, and so that 
no merchant should be 
able, without permission, 
to take away a horse or 
to bring in horses from 
Hindusthan. 

Gold, silver and pre- 


cious stuffs were only to be 
bought at prices fixed by 
imperial order. A fixed profit was to be given to the 
imperial treasury. 

An inspector was to be appointed to look after 
the property of those who died or disappeared. If 
anyone died it had to be proved that he did not owe 
anything to the imperial exchequer, and was neither 
a tax-gatherer nor a banker who received other 
people’s money. Once this had been proved the 
heir might take possession of the property ; otherwise 
it passed into the imperial treasury. The dead man 


AKBAR 
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was not to be buried until a receipt had been obtained 
from the treasurer. 

No son or daughter of the common people was to 
be married until they had gone to the office of the 
Chief of Police, and had been seen by his agents, and 
the correct age of both parties had been checked. 

No man should be interfered with on account of 
his religion, and any one was to be allowed to go over 
to any religion he pleased. 

All these laws refer to matters of order and 
religion. But, in the words of Al-Badaoni, “the laws 
of government, finance, the mint, the army, agri- 
culturists, merchants, the custom-house, chronicle- 
writing, and the fights between elephants and deer 
and cheetahs, and tigers, and birds, and goats and 
dogs, and boars, and of the use of one’s time in the 
matter of eating and drinking and sleeping and 
waking, how can they possibly be described >?” 


QUESTIONS 
What do you think of these rules of Akbar? 
How do they compare with present-day rules for the 
people? 


AKBAR AND HIS FRIENDS 


Akbar had many clever people at his court. To 
Fatehpur Sikri came Tansen, the great musician with 
a lovely voice ; Fyzee, who wrote beautiful poems ; 


AKBAR HUNTING 
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Abul Fazl, the historian, who was Akbar’s dearest 
friend; and Birbal, a favourite minister, whose wit 
helped the Emperor to while away many a weary 
hour. Birbal’s house still stands. It has many 
wonderful carvings. 

An amusing story is told about Birbal. One day 
he made a list of fools, and placed Akbar’s name at 
its head. When Akbar saw it he asked which Akbar 
it was whose name headed the list. “‘It is you, Your 
Majesty,” replied Birbal. Akbar was offended and 
wanted to know why Birbal had done such a thing. 
“O Emperor,” said Birbal, “Your Majesty advanced 
a great deal of money the other day to a certain 
horse-dealer, but he will never bring you the horses.” 

“Well, Birbal,’ said the Emperor, “if he does 
bring the horses, what will you do then?” 

“TI will put his name at the head of the list in 
place of Your Majesty’s,” replied Birbal. 


THE DEATH OF AKBAR 


On the 22nd of September, 1605, the Emperor 
Akbar, who had enjoyed good health for many years, 
was taken ill. The Hakim Ali, who claimed to be a 
good doctor, did not give him any medicine for eight 
days, so his illness grew worse and he became very 
weak. Then the foolish doctor began to give him 
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medicines, but everything he tried only seemed to 
make the Emperor’s condition worse. The Hakim 
had acted in the same way when he was treating the 
learned Shah Fateh Ullah Shirazi. At that time 
Akbar had reproved the Hakim, saying, ‘‘We raised 
you from a dervish to a lofty rank, though you had 
not performed any special service. We thought that 
one day you would be of use to us, but you have 
done more harm than good.” 

Once more the Hakim’s methods met with no 
success. Many people waited at the gate of the palace 
for Akbar to appear, but his weakness was so great 
that he had to spend severaldays in bed. On the 
nineteenth day the doctor gave up the attempt to 


AKBAR’S TOMB, SIKANDRA, AGRA 
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cure his patient. He was so afraid of the Emperor’s 
anger that he ran away and took refuge with a holy 
man. On the 15th of October, 1605, Akbar breathed 
his last. The news of his death caused universal 
sorrow and dismay, for he had been one of the greatest 
rulers in the history of the world. 

On the morning of the following Wednesday the 
body was bathed according to custom and placed on 
a bier and brought from the fortress of Agra. There 
was a great outburst of grief from the crowd as the 
sad procession went by. All the Amirs and nobles 
cast dust upon their heads and accompanied the body 
weeping and lamenting. The sacred garden at 
Sikandrabad was made the last resting-place of Akbar 
the Great. 


NOTES 
Hakim .. A doctor. 
Dervish .. A Moslem holy man who has taken a 


vow of poverty. 


“LIGHT OF THE WORLD” 


While Akbar was on the throne a man named 
Mirza Ghyas-ud-din left Persia to seek his fortune in 
India. When he and his family reached Afghanistan 
a daughter was born to them. She was called 
Mehr-un-Nisa. The family had many adventures 
before they reached Delhi. Akbar received them 
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kindly, and Gyas-ud-din rose to a high position in the 
royal household. 

Mehr-un-Nisa was both beautiful and clever. 
She learnt the Koran by heart and could sew and 
embroider with un- 
usual skill. In 1599, 
when she was seven- 
teen years old, she was 
married to,Ali Quli. 
Some years later, 
when Akbar had died 
and his son, Prince 
Salim was now the 
Emperor  Jehangir, 
this brave young 
officer was given an 
estate and the title of 
Sher Afgan (Tiger- 
Slayer), because he 

NUR JEHAN had once killed a tiger 
with one blow of his sword. In 1607 Sher Afgan 
was suspected of being disloyal, and the Governor of 
Bengal was sent against him. A fight took place, 
and both the Governor and Sher Afgan were killed. 
Mehr-un-Nisa and her little daughter were taken to 
Jehangir’s court at Agra. 

Mehr-un-Nisa remained a widow for four years, 
after which she consented to marry Jehangir. She 
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received the title of Nur Jehan or “Light of the 
World”. The Emperor admired and trusted her so 
much that he let her deal with many important 
matters of state, and gave her almost complete power. 

One day Jehangir went out hunting. He was 
mounted on an elephant, and Nur Jehan was on 
another elephant. ‘They soon saw a lion in the thick 
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grass, and the elephants began to tremble with fright. 
Nur Jehan fitted an arrow to her bow and killed the 
lion. Jehangir, himself a good shot, was so delighted 
that he gave her a diamond bracelet worth a lakh 
of rupees. 

Nur Jehan took a great dislike to one of Jehangir’s 
best generals, Mahubbat Khan, and this caused him 
in the end to rebel against the Emperor. While 
Jehangir was on his way to Kabul, Mahubbat seized 
him and kept him a prisoner. Nur Jehan escaped 
and soon set out with some of the nobles to rescue 
Jehangir. They were attacked by Mahubbat Khan 
as they were crossing the river Bhat. Nur Jehan, 
who was on an elephant, was soon surrounded, and 
her howdah became the target of the enemy’s arrows. 
At last an arrow struck the Empress in the arm, but 
she plucked it out with her own hand and continued 
fighting till all her body-guard were killed. Her 
elephant, covered with wounds, then turned round 
and took her back to the camp. It was by her 
cleverness and devotion that Jehangir at last gained 
his freedom. Her power came to an end when he 
died in 1627 and Shah Jehan ascended the throne. 
She lived until 1645 and died at Lahore, where she 
was buried by the side of Jehangir. 

QUESTIONS 
Where was Nur Jehan born? 
Who was Sher Afgan? 
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Who was Nur Jehan’s second husband? 


How did she save him from the lion? 


Do you think she was brave? Why? 


THE SUBMISSION OF RANA AMAR SINGH 


This is a story told by the Emperor Jehangir himself 


in the pages of his famous Diary. 


“In the eighth year of my reign, I decided to 
move to Ajmere and to send my son Khurram in 


JEHANGIR 


advance. Having 
fixed the time of his 
departure, I gave 
him a magnificent 
khilat (dress of 
honour), an_ ele- 
phant, horse, sword, 
shield, and a 
dagger. Besides his 
usual body-guard I 
added 12,000 horses 
under Azim Khan. 
I gave all the officers 
of his army suitable 
presents. 

“In the ninth 


year of my reign, the elephant Alam Goman, and 
seventeen others, captured from the Rana Amar 


Singh of Mewar, were sent by my son and presented 
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to me. The next day I went abroad mounted on 
Alam Goman, to my great delight, and distributed a 
large sum of gold. 

“My son had captured many forts in the Rana’s 
country, which, owing to its barrenness, it was thought 
impossible to subdue completely. Yet by the invasion 
of the country by my enemies, and the capture of the 
wives and children of many of the nobles, the Rana 
was at length made to see that if this state of things 
continued he would be completely ruined. He 
therefore decided to make his submission, and sent 
two of his chiefs, Supkaran and Haridas, to my son 
Khurram to say that if he would forgive him and 
take him by the hand, he, the Rana, would pay his 
respects to him, and would send his eldest son Karan 
to attend and serve the Emperor. On account of his 
age he would hold himself excused from attending me 
in person. 

“I was greatly rejoiced at this happening during 
my reign, so I ordered that these ancient possessors 
of the country should not be driven from it. At the 
request of my son, I forgave the Rana, and sent a 
friendly firman that he might rest assured of my 
protection and care, and as a pledge of my sincerity 
I imprinted thereon my ‘five fingers’. I also wrote 
to my son that he was to treat this illustrious one 
according to his own heart’s wishes. My son des- 
patched the firman by the chiefs Supkaran and 
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Haridas and assured the Rana that he might rely on 
my generosity and esteem; and it was agreed that he 
should go to my son on the 28th of the month. 
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“The Rana paid his respects to my son, and 
presented him with a famous ruby, and various arms 
inlaid with gold, even elephants of great price and 
nine horses which had been left after those previously 
captured. My son received him with princely 
courtesy. The Rana asked to be forgiven, and my 
son raised him up, assured him of protection, and 
presented him with suitable khilats, an elephant, 
horses, and a sword. 

“The custom of these princes being that the heir 
and the father never visit together, he observed this 
rule, and Karan, his heir, did not accompany him, 
Sultan Khurram the same day gave Amar Singh his 
leave, and forthwith the son arrived; whereupon. 
Sultan Khurram brought him to Ajmere. 

“When Khurram arrived at Ajmere, he said that 
if it was my pleasure he would present the Prince 
Karan to me to which I agreed. He arrived and 
paid his respects, and was immediately placed at my 
right hand. Owing to the life he had led in his hills, 
Karan was extremely shy, and unused to the splendour 
of a court, so I daily gave him some sign of my 
favour. On the second day of his service, I gave him 
a jewelled dagger, and on the third a fine horse of 
Irak with rich caparison. On the same day I took 
him with me to the queen’s court, when the Queen, 
Nur Jehan, presented him with a splendid khilat, 
elephant and horse caparisoned, sword, etc. I gave 
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him three royal hawks, and three falcons trained to 
the hand, a coat of mail, chain and plate armour, 
and two rings of value; and on the last day of the 
month, carpets, state cushions, perfumes, vessels of 
gold, and a pair of bullocks of Gujrat.” 


NOTES 
Firman .. A decree, order, etc., given by an 
Eastern prince. 
Caparison .. Harness, clothes, etc., to decorate and 
protect a horse or elephant. 
Falcon .. A bird of prey, similar to a hawk. 
QUESTIONS 


Have you ever ridden on an elephant? 
How does Jehangir’s account of Rana Amar’s submission 
impress you? 


THE PEACOCK THRONE 


In the Red Fort of Delhi is the Dewan-i-Khas or 
Hall of Private Audience. Here can still be seen 
the black marble base on which the Peacock Throne 
used to stand. 

The Emperor Shah Jehan issued orders that all 
kinds of rubies, diamonds, pearls and emeralds should 
be brought for his inspection, excepting only the 
imperial jewels, which were kept in the jewel office of 
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DEWAN-I-KHAS (EXTERIOR), DELHI 


the palace. When sufficient gems had been collected, 
the work of making the throne was begun. 

The throne was called the Peacock Throne because 
it had the figures of two peacocks standing behind 
it, their wings being spread out as if alive, and the 
whole inlaid with sapphires, rubies, emeralds, pearls 
and other precious stones. The throne itself was six 
feet long and four feet broad. It stood on six large 
feet which, like the body, were of solid gold inlaid 
with rubies, emeralds, diamonds, etc. It was sur- 
mounted by a canopy of gold supported on twelve 
pillars, all covered with costly gems. There was also 
a fringe of pearls round the borders of the canopy. 
Between the two peacocks stood the figure of a parrot, 
said to have been carved out of a single emerald, 
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To ascend the throne the Emperor went up three 
steps which also were studded with beautiful gems. 
This wonderful work of art cost over fifteen and a 
half crores of rupees. 

The Dewan-i-Khas is 90 feet long and 67 feet 
wide and is built wholly of white marble. The 
interior walls and the columns are inlaid with pre- 
cious stones. Once upon a time the roof was made 
of silver, but this was removed by the Mahrattas. It 
has since been rebuilt with wood. At either end of 
the hall over the two other arches is the famous 
inscription in Persian, “If there is a paradise on the 
face of the earth, it is this! it is this!! it is this!!!” 

The nobles were received in this hall by the 
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Emperor every evening, and “were they remiss in 
attendance something was stopped from their pay.” 

Through the centre of the Dewan-i-KNhas there 
flowed a channel of water which was four yards 
wide. Cornelians, corals, and other precious stones 
were inlaid round the lower part of the walls. 
Flowers and foliage were also carved on them. 

The windows on the river side had finely carved 
screens. In front of the entrance a red curtain was 
hung. When a durbar was held, all the nobles per- 
formed the ceremony of obeisance from this place. 

If ever you visit the Dewan-i-Khas, you should 
sit for a while on the marble pedestal on which the 
Peacock Throne used to stand. Close your cyes and 
fancy you are really back in the reign of Shah Jehan. 
Try to feel the presence of the nobles, warriors and 
retainers. Catch the perfume of the aféar or rose- 
water as it is sprinkled over the assembled company. 
Imagine the scented smoke rising from the incense 
burners, and the rustle of silk as the great lords bow 
to the Emperor. Then the music of the via and 
sittar breaks on your ears, with the thump, thump of 
the ¢abla or drum. The whole assembly rises once 
more and bows to the Great Moghul as he gets up 
from his throne and makes his way to the private 
apartments. The punkah-bearers go before and 
after their royal master, and the chobdars or mace- 
bearers give warning of the Empcror’s approach. 
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THE WONDERFUL SCREEN BEFORE THE PRIVATE APARTMENTS 


The Dewan-i-Khas seems to stand ready for these 
splendid scenes to be enacted once more within its 
marble walls. 

The Peacock Throne no longer exists. When 
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Nadir Shah the Persian came to Delhi in the 
eighteenth century, he carried it off to Persia and 
after some time it was broken up into pieces. A 
great treasure has thus been lost to the world. 


NOTES 
Vina a : ; : 
“a Lineiaa stringed instruments. 
Sittar sb : 
Tabla An Indian drum. 


QUESTIONS 
Describe in your own words the beauties of the Peacock 
Threne. 
Who used to sit on it? 


Where was it kept? 


SCENES IN THE DEWAN-I-AM, DELHI 


When the Emperor held a State Durbar in the 
Dewan-i-Am in the Red Fort at Delhi, the ceremony 
took nearly two hours. A certain number of royal 
horses were led before the throne, so that the King 
might sce whether they were in proper condition. 
The clephants came next, their backs having been 
well washed and painted as black as ink. Large red 
streaks were painted from the top of the head down 
to the trunk, where they met. The elephants were 
covered with embroidered cloth; each had a couple of 
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DEWAN-I-AM, RED FORT, DELHI 


silver bells suspended to the two ends of a massive 
silver chain placed over its back, and white cow-tails 
from Tibet, of great value, hung from the ears like 
immense whiskers. Two small elephants superbly 
caparisoned, walked close to the colossal creatures, 
like slaves appointed to their service. 

As if proud of his gorgeous attire and of the 
magnificence that surrounded him, every elephant 
moved with a solemn and dignified step. When in 
front of the throne, the driver, who was seated on his 
shoulder, pricked him with a pointed iron, and spoke 
to him, until the animal bent one knee, lifted his 
trunk, and roared aloud. The people regarded this as 
the elephant’s way of performing the usual reverence. 

All the petitions brought by people in the crowd 
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assembled in the Diwan-i-Am were taken to the 
Emperor and read in his hearing. 


The persons 
concerned were ordered 


to approach and were 
questioned by the monarch himself. He often re- 


dressed on the spot the wrongs of the aggrieved party. 


NOTES 


Reverence Bow or salute to the Emperor. 


The person who complained of an 
injustice. 


Aggrieved party 


QUESTIONS 
Write a brief account of the scene in the Dewan-i-Am. 


Have you ever seen an elephant dressed for a state occasion? 
If so, describe what you saw. 


Do you know the name of the driver of an elephant? 


THE THRONE IN THE DEWAN-I-AM 


THE RESTING-PLACE OF A GREAT QUEEN 


THE RESTING-PLACE OF A 
GREAT QUEEN 


Mumtaz Mahal was the wife of the Emperor 
Shah Jehan. She married Shah Jehan in A.D. 1615 


and had fourteen children. 


She died at Burhanpur 


in the Deccan after the birth of the last child in 1629. 


Her body was brought 
in solemn _ procession 
from the Deccan to Agra 
and buried in a beauti- 
ful garden. Her hus- 
band was full of sorrow 
at the loss of his be- 
loved wife, and erected 
over her tomb one of the 
most wonderful build- 
ings in the world. It is 
known as the Taj Mahal. 
It cost thirty-one million 
rupees and took more 
than twenty-two years 
to build. 


SHAH JEHAN 


The Taj Mahal is built entirely of white marble, 
with a great dome in the centre and small domes at 


each of its four corners. 


It is surrounded by a very 


large garden, beautifully laid out with trees and 
shrubs. In front of it there is a long stretch of water 
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in a bed of red sandstone between two rows of dark 
green cypress trees. Marble fountains rise at intervals 
from the water and throw a cool spray all around. 

The marble platform on which the tomb stands 
is 27 feet high and 313 feet square. At each corner 
there is a minaret 
of white marble 
rising 137 feet into 
the air. Many parts 
of the building are 
inlaid with precious 
stones made _ into 
wreaths and scrolls 
of exquisite design 
and colour. 

We must visit 
the Taj Mahal by 
moonlight. There 
is a tinge of silver 
round its dome, and 
a pinkish hue is 
reflected over its 
walls. At its base is the deep dark green of the 
cypress trees, and above all the soft starlit sky. 

We sit for a long time gazing at the lovely sight. 
As the moon rises higher in the heavens, its beams 
touch different parts of the Taj. Soon the border of 
precious stones over the main doorway begins to 
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sparkle like a bed of diamonds. A glitter here, a 
glitter there, a flash of colour from minaret or pinnacle, 
all reveal the presence of gems in the moonbeams. 

Shah Jehan reigned for thirty-one years. Just 
before his death he was made a prisoner by his son 
Aurangzeb, and taken to the Fort at Agra where his 
eyes were put out. When he was dying he was carried 
to the Musamman Burj, an eight-sided pavilion in 
the Fort from which a wonderful view of the Taj 
Mahal can be seen. Here his daughter made him as 
comfortable as she could, and turned his head towards 
the Taj Mahal so that he could die facing his peerless 
memorial to his beloved wife. He was buried beside 
her in the Taj. 

Let us now go up to the huge marble platform on 
which the Taj is built. Inside the doorway of the 
Taj we see copies of the graves of Mumtaz and her 
royal husband. The real tombs are in the vault 
below. An old man with a long beard points out to 
us the countless jewels inlaid in the marble tombs. 
They are arranged in a number of different patterns. 
The designs are perfect in every detail, although a 
single flower may be made from over fifty little 
pieces of precious stones. A beautiful marble screen 
surrounds these copies of the royal tombs. 

No words can express the beauty of this central 
chamber seen in the subdued light that reaches it 
through the half-closed openings. 
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The old watchman recites prayers in a loud voice. 
Che echoes of his voice roar round and round the 
ofty dome above and leave us spellbound. 

We then go down some stairs to the vault below. 
Tere are the actual tombs of Shah Jehan and his 
jueen. It is quite dark down here, and we are glad 
the watchman’s lantern. All is silent and peaceful. 
tere we stand beside the last resting-place of the 
‘reat Emperor to whom we owe the Taj Mahal, the 
Jelhi Fort, the palaces of the Agra Fort and other 
plendid buildings. Here also we pay our respects 
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to the memory of a beloved queen and mother, 
Mumtaz Mahal. 


QUESTIONS 
Where is the Ta] Mahal? 
What is it? 
How does one get to Agra from Calcutta, Delhi and 


Bombay ? 


HOW SHIVAJI ESCAPED FROM AGRA 


Shivaji, the great Mahratta leader, inflicted several 
defeats on the forces of the Emperor Aurangzeb. At 
last, however, Jey Singh, Raja of Ambar, was more 
successful against him, and when a treaty had been 
made Shivaji was persuaded to pay a visit to the 
Emperor’s Court. Accompanied by his eldest son, 
Sambhaji, Shivaji set out for Agra at the beginning 
of March, 1666, attended by five hundred horsemen 
and one thousand followers. On his arrival in the 
neighbourhood of Agra, Ram Singh, the son of Raja 
Jey Singh, and another official of inferior rank were 
the only persons sent by the Emperor Aurangzeb to 
meet him. This discourtesy did not pass unobserved. 
Shivaji was received by the Emperor, and presented 
him with a nuzur. Aurangzeb then gave him merely 
the rank of a noble commanding 5,000 men, which 
was an insult to such a famous chieftain. Shivaji 
could not conceal his anger, and complained bitterly 
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about this treatment in the hearing of those near him, 
who repeated his words to the Emperor. 

The result was that when Shivaji withdrew to the 
house which had been allotted to him, he was 
informed that the Emperor would not again receive 
him at court. Shivaji was naturally alarmed at this 
news, and in order to find out Aurangzeb’s real 
intentions, he sent Raghunath Pant with a petition, 
stating the reasons which had induced him to visit 
Agra, the promises Jey Singh had made him, the 
treaty he had signed with the Emperor, and _ his 
own readiness to fulfil his part of the agreement. 
If the Emperor did not wish to make use of his 
services, he asked permission to return to his jaghir, 
as the air and water of Hindustan were not good 
for his own health, nor for that of the troops by whom 
he was accompanied. 

Aurangzeb did not give a direct answer, but 
directed the Kotwal of the city to place a guard over 
Shivaji’s house, and not to allow him to ‘leave it 
unless someone took care to see that he did not get 
away from Agra. Shivaji thereupon complained that 
it was treating his followers badly to compel them to 
remain in Agra, so Aurangzeb granted passports for 
their return to the Deccan. He probably thought 
that Shivaji was now completely in his power. But 
Shivaji saw that, once his friends were outside the 
city, they might assist him in making his own escape. 
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The watch over Shivaji was not so rigid as to 
prevent him from paying visits. He visited different 
nobles of the court, sent them presents, and tried to 
win their support. Meanwhile he was working out 
a plan. After a while he pretended to be unwell, 
sent for physicians, took medicines, and did every 
thing to make people think that he was very ill. He 
then pretended to be a little better and gave charity 
to Brahmins and presents to the physicians in gratitude 
for his recovery. He also made up several big baskets, 
which were daily sent from his apartments, filled 
with sweetmeats, to be distributed to different great 
men of his acquaintance, or amongst the faqirs at 
mosques. 

When this practice had been going on for some 
time, one evening he put Sambhaji in one basket, got 
into another himself, and both were taken by his 
servants past the guards, who thought the baskets 
merely contained more gifts, to a place where they 
could get out unseen. They then went to the suburbs 
of Agra, where a horse was waiting, and Shivaji 
mounted it with Sambhaji behind him, and reached 
Muttra next day. There several of his faithful friends 
were waiting for him. 

Sambhaji was sent to a Brahmin family in Poona 
and remained in their care for several months. He 
was afterwards taken by them to the Deccan. 

Shivaji’s escape was not known until a late hour 
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on the following day, as he had taken the precaution 
of making one of his servants lie down on his bed and 
pretend to be ill. When the alarm was raised, it was 
too late to catch Shivaji. He and his party put on 
the disguise of sanyasis and visited several places of 

ilgrimage. Shivaji did not take off his disguise until 
he arrived at Rajgarh in November, 1666, after an 
absence of nine months. 


NOTES 
Nuzur .. A valuable present, generally of 
coins. 
Kotwal .. A local magistrate. 
Sanyasi .. Hindu mendicant. 
Rajgarh .. A  Mahratta fort, the centre’ of 


government. 


QUESTIONS 


What do you think of Shivaji’s actions? 
Was the Emperor justified in arresting him ? 
Describe briefly Shivaji’s escape. 


SATARA FORT 


Shivaji died in 1680. He was succeeded by his 
son Sambhaji, who continued the resistance to the 
Moghuls. Aurangzeb took a great army into the 
Deccan, and in 1689 Sambhaji was captured and put 
to death. His younger brother, Rajaram, became 
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the leader of the Mahrattas, who had now lost many 
of their forts and even their capital at Rajgarh. In 
spite of this, though they had no central government 
or regular army, they kept up the struggle for years. 
In 1699 Aurangzeb and a large army arrived 
before the fort of Satara in the northern Deccan. 


AURANGZFB 


The Emperor’s tents were pitched on the north side 
of the town; his son, Prince Azam Shah, encamped 
on the western side, and Shirazi Khan, one of his 
commanders, on the south. Another General, Tarbyat 
Khan, covered the eastern side of the town. Lines of 
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wooden posts were erected between the different camps 
so as to cut off all ways of escape from the fort. 

The Mahratta fort was defended by Prayagji, who 
was an old soldier of Shivaji. When the Moghuls 
advanced against the fort, Prayagji rolled down huge 
stones from the walls. These killed many hundreds 
of Aurangzeb’s soldiers. 

It is said that another of the defenders, Pursharam 
Trimbak, gave money to Prince Azam Shah to allow 
food to be taken into the fort. If he had not done 
this, the fort would have had to surrender much 
earlier than it did. 

At the strongest part of the fort were rocks stand- 
ing forty-two feet high. Tarbyat Khan mined these 
rocks, though it took him four and a half months to 
do it. When the work was finished, he went and 
told Aurangzeb that all was ready. So the Emperor 
went out in a grand procession to see the results of all 
this hard and dangerous work. 

\WVhen the first mine exploded it caused a great 
portion of the wall to collapse inwards, killing many 
of the defenders. The second mine, however, exploded 
outwards and destroyed over 2,000 of the besiegers. 

Soon after this Rajaram died and the fort was 
surrendered on terms by his minister. The name of 
the place was changed to Azam Tara in honour of 
Aurangzeb’s son, who little deserved such an honour, 

In 1709 the fort was recaptured by the Mahrattas, 
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This was made possible by the daring of Anaji Pant, 
who, entered Satara in the disguise of a mendicant. 
He used to amuse the garrison with stories and songs, 
and was therefore allowed to live in the fort. One 
night, when his plans were complete, he brought into 
the fort a large body of Mahrattas, who killed every 
man in the place. 


QUESTIONS 


What do you think of the conduct of Prince Azam Shah? 

What must the besiegers have thought when their mine exploded 
outwards ? 

Tell in your own words how the Mahrattas recaptured 
Satara. 


AURANGZEB’S WONDERFUL CAMP 


When the fine weather began, the Emperor 
moved with his army from Aurangabad towards 
Ahmednagar. 

The display of power presented by Aurangzeb’s 
march into the Deccan has seldom been surpassed for 
grandeur. His cavalry consisted of foreigners from 
Kabul, Kandahar, Multan, Lahore, Rajputana, and 
distant provinces of his vast empire. His infantry was 
composed of musketeers, matchlock men, and archers, 
well equipped. To these were added many thousands 
of foot soldiers from the Carnatic. Besides a number 
of field-pieces which accompanied the royal tents, 


